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UFO over lly 
AN unidentified flying object was s}X)tted by a Kimberley traffic officer 
during the early hours of yesterday morning and his sighting coincides 
with similar reports throughout South Africa. 

The traffic officer, Mr 
L. M. Pretorius of Diebel 
Street, Wem End, said he 
saw the UFO about 4.40 
yesterday morning. 

He said he was woken 
by his ba!l'king dogs, who 
sounded afraid. 

'1 glanced through my 
bedroom window and saw 
this thing banging in the 
air', he said. 

Mr Pretorius said he 
then moved out onto his 
balcony to see the object 
still hovering aoove the 
vacant piece of ground 

across the road. 
He described the object 

as being long and thin and 
about the length of two 
buses placed end to end. 
It was thinner in the 
middle and emitted a 
greeni&h, yellowish light, 
he said. 

Mr Pretorius, who was 
adamant that the object 
was a UFO, said it re­
mained hovering about 10 
metres above the ground. 
The lights then went out 
and the UFO moved off in 
a southerly direction, he 

said. 
The object was defi­

nitely not a meteor. 'The 
lights went out &lowly. It 
did not burn up', he said. 
'Even with its lights extin­
guished I could still see 
the UFO moving against 
the horizon'. 

Mr Pretorius said the 
object made no sound and 
he was 'absolutely certain' 
that it was a UFO. 

He said he telephoned 
/ the military at Danie 

Theron C<>mbat School 
after his sighting. 

sighted by scores Transvaalers 
The military personnel 

only arrived on the scene 
about an hour later, long 
after the UFO had disap­
paared, he said. 

Mr Pretorius said he 
'really got a sho-ck' when 
he saw the unidentified 
flying object. 'But I was 
n.o.t afraid, only very 
curious', he said. - See 
also Page 2. 

JOHANNESBURG 
An UFO reflecting a 
bright Jight -was seen 
by scores of Transva­
lers yesterday morning, 
SABC radio news re­
ported. 

The radio said one 
of its reporters saw an 
object moving swiftly 
across the sky at a 
height of about 30 
metres over Alberton, 
moving from. north to 
south. A tremor was 
felt about a minute 
after the UFO had 

passed, rattling doors 
and windows. 

The SABC said its 
switchboard was jam­
med with calls from 
people who claimed 
that they had heard 
explosions and felt tre­
mors. CaHers said they 
occurred between 4.30 
and 5.30am. 

A foriDer ,head of 
the Johannesburg pla­
netarium and w e 11 -
k n o w n astronomer, 

Professor Art.hur Blek­
sley, said there was 
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little doubt the flying 
object was a meteorite 
that had burnt itself 
out in the earth's 
atmosphere. I n d i e a -
tions were that it was 
not an obnormal phe­
nomenon. 

Mr P J Truter of · 
Wawerley, Pretoria, 
h o w e v e r , said the 
'thing ~n the sky' was 
not a meteor, but an in­
telligently constructed, 
very symmetrical spa­
ceship/ 

'It was not like those 
ones you see in maga­
zines,' said Mr Truter, 
who saw the object 
from his bed early yes­
terday. 

He described the 
spaceship as compris­
ing t h r e e sections, 
joined to form . an 
elongated craft. _ Mr 
Truter did not notice 
any windows on the 
ship, and nor was there 
any sound, he said. -
Sapa 


